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spirit of their new religion, and the majority of them remained
as fierce and untamed in their instincts as when they wor-
shipped their imaginary gods and devils. Too often, indeed,
they abandoned their faith altogether, renounced their promises,
and with tomahawks and poisoned arrows massacred the men
who had been their teachers. Those who maintained their
allegiance to Christianity were rejected and despised by those
of their own tribes, and were often massacred themselves by
those hostile savages around them.

Christianity, indeed, did not bring peace, but war, among
the native races of Canada, for the French priests, misinterpret-
ing the principles of their own faith, were often induced to
lead their converts against the unconverted tribes who threat-
ened the Christian settlements, and Christian Indians on the
war-path were no more merciful and no less bloodthirsty than_
the braves who followed the superstitions of their forefathers.
So the early history of French Canada is one long record of
scalping, murder, and fearful tortures, of native villages given
over to the flames, and of bloody reprisals between*'tribe and
tribe.                                                                  ;

Although the French missionaries were among the first to
explore the lone lands and great waterways of Canada, there
was another class of men who dared the same, dangers, and
gained the same knowledge, but from very different motives.
These were the French trappers, or, as they were called, couvews
des bois, the runners of the woods. These were hardy fellows
who had left France for a life of adventure, and who, to
gain a livelihood in the New World, scoured the forests and
mountains of the North-West for the furs of wild animals,
which they brought down to Quebec and Montreal, where they
were shipped to France to supply the demand of a luxurious
aristocracy. With musket and bowie knife, wearing the
moccasins of the Indian, and with all the knowledge of wood-
craft and forest warfare which the Indians possessed as a kind
of second nature, these trappers wandered to the far north and
far west, accompanied only by teams of half-savage dogs who
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